“ ~ . LABORATORY FOR INTELLIGENT GLOBAL HEALTH
AND HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TECHNOLOGIES
‘ . EPFL SCHOOL OF COMPUTER SCIENCE

HARVARD SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH
TH.CHAN ARIADNE LABS

Position: Senior Grant Writer and Research Funding Lead
Percentage: 100% negotiable

Locations: Lausanne, Switzerland (EPFL) or Remote

Start date:  ASAP (published 24 Dec 2025)

Contract: Fixed term, full-time, 1 year, with possible extension

Apply via: www.light-laboratory.org/joinus

About LiGHT

The Laboratory for Intelligent Global Health and Humanitarian Response Technologies
(LiGHT) is an impact-driven research group creating novel Al tools specifically adapted to
limited-resource and volatile global health settings and bringing them to scaled, locally owned
implementation.

LiGHT is jointly hosted at:

e Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health & Ariadne Labs — Ariadne Labs is a
world-leading center for implementation science and innovation in health systems,
co-hosted by Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health and Brigham and Women’s
Hospital in Boston.

e Swiss Institute of Technology (EPFL “Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de
Lausanne”) — In the top 10 computer science institutions globally, EPFL is a deeply
international hub for technical excellence in Al.

Our mission is to develop safe, scalable, and context-aware digital health tools. We work with
international NGOs such as WHO, MSF, ICRC, and national ministries of health to design,
create, validate and deploy trustworthy Al in real-world healthcare systems—especially in
settings where clinical resources are limited and stakes are high.


http://www.light-laboratory.org/joinus

About the Role

We are seeking an experienced Senior Grant Writer and Research Funding Lead to support the
continuity, coherence, and long-term viability of LIGHT’s research portfolio.

This role is embedded within the scientific life and mission of the lab. Its purpose is not to simply
maximise funding, but to create and sustain a rigorous and impact-driven research agenda:
enabling the identification of interventions with genuine potential for impact, the careful
examination of their effects through appropriate methodological approaches, and scaling of
impact through the process of research itself.

Grant writing is understood as a means to reflect and strengthen the quality and focus of our
research, with experience, collaborative creativity, and scientific communication contributing to
clearer articulation of ideas, improved standardisation of processes, and the long-term
sustainability of a coherent research agenda.

The role also encompasses responsible external communication of research, including the
preparation of accessible written and visual materials that accurately convey scientific work to
broader audiences without compromising rigor. Grants are approached not as growth
mechanisms, but as an ethical responsibility to the communities, institutions, and health
systems with which we work, and to the funders who entrust us with resources in service of
knowledge generation and the public good.

Key responsibilities
Research-aligned funding development

e Support the stewardship of a coherent and balanced funding portfolio that reflects
LiGHT’s scientific priorities, clinical commitments, and long-term research agenda.

e |dentify funding opportunities across European, Swiss, US, Global, and philanthropic
funders that are substantively aligned with ongoing or planned research, particularly in
global health and LMIC contexts.

e Advise researchers on fit, scope, and framing, ensuring proposals remain proportionate
to the research questions and grounded in disciplinary and clinical standards.

Grant preparation and submission

e Lead or support the preparation of competitive grant applications for academic and
foundation funders, including Horizon Europe, SNSF, US agencies, and major
philanthropic organisations.

e Work closely with researchers to articulate research questions, methodological choices,
implementation pathways, and evaluation strategies with clarity, precision, and internal
coherence.



Develop theories of change, impact pathways, and monitoring and evaluation
frameworks that are analytically sound, evidence-informed, and appropriate to
research-led and trial-based work.

Support grant applications involving clinical trials, platform trials, or real-world
evaluations, including articulation of endpoints, evaluation design, and ethical
considerations.

Coordinate inputs from interdisciplinary teams while preserving scientific coherence,
authorship integrity, and intellectual accountability.

Ensure compliance with funder and institutional requirements, including ethics, data
management, open science, and reporting standards.

Stewardship, learning, and continuity

Maintain institutional memory of submitted and funded grants, including reusable
components, reviewer feedback, and lessons learned.

Support resubmissions and the incremental development of research programmes
across funding cycles.

Contribute to internal reflection on sustainability as a scientific and ethical consideration,
ensuring projects are designed with transparent assumptions, realistic resource needs,
and long-term accountability.

Scientific communication and tools

Translate complex research programmes into accessible, accurate narratives for funders
and external audiences, without oversimplifying the science.

Contribute to externally facing scientific communication, including blogs, reports, and
selected social media content, aligned with LiGHT’s research mission and values.
Support the development of clear visual materials such as logic models, timelines,
evaluation frameworks, or summary figures to aid understanding, using appropriate
design tools where relevant (e.g. Canva or equivalent).

Use digital and Al-supported tools thoughtfully to improve clarity, consistency, and
efficiency, while maintaining scientific judgment and editorial responsibility.

Required experience and skills

This is a deeply interdisciplinary scientific role an d requires a MSc or PhD in a technical,
public health, or medical field

Substantial experience in academic or research grant writing, with a demonstrated
record of successful funding.

Experience working in global health, medicine, public health, or technology-focused
research environments, ideally including low- and middle-income country contexts.
Familiarity with at least two major funding ecosystems (e.g. EU, SNSF, US agencies,
major foundations).

Strong understanding of research evaluation processes, reviewer expectations, and
funder priorities.



Experience engaging with or supporting clinical research or trials is highly valued.
Excellent written English, strong editorial judgment, and confidence producing externally
facing scientific content.

High level of organisation and reliability across long and complex submission processes.

Preferred

Familiarity with theory of change and impact frameworks as applied to research rather
than advocacy.

Experience supporting multi-year, multi-partner, or multi-country research programmes.
A portfolio of scientific communication outputs (e.g. funded proposals, reports, blogs,
visual summaries).

Comfort working in settings where research, evaluation, and implementation are closely
intertwined.

What We Value

At LiGHT, we cultivate a working culture that is mission-driven, ambitious, and deeply human.
Our values guide how we build, how we collaborate, and how we hold ourselves accountable in
high-stakes environments.

The 11 Guiding LiGHTs

1.

2.

Curious Creativity. We value bold exploration and context driven innovation, blending
imagination with technical precision to solve real-world problems with novel solutions.
Radical Ambition. We believe that how we spend our time can shape global equity. We
pursue work that matters with intensity, excellence, urgency, and endurance.
Autonomous Mission-Driven Collaboration. In the spirit of ubuntu (| am because we
are”), we value initiative grounded in shared responsibility. Everyone leads, and
everyone contributes.

Modular Rigor. We move quickly within a flexible structure of organization that supports
iteration, enabling disciplined work in dynamic settings.

Generous Honesty. We speak with clarity, evidence, and care. Feedback is direct,
constructive, and rooted in shared purpose, respect, and a commitment to integrity.
Embracing Uncertainty. We see ambiguity as opportunity. Continuous learning and
responsive adaptation are part of our core process.

Lived Intelligence. We curate extraordinary people leading full, interesting, adventurous
lives, and believe that this diversity is the foundation of our creativity and collaborative
strength.

Constructive Joy. We value humour, warmth, connection, and a sense of play to build
resilient teams capable of sustaining focus, care and a culture of passionate quality.



9. Grounded Perspective. We work in close partnership with the communities we serve;
originating from, travelling to, and embedding in the places where we co-design inclusive
technologies rooted in local realities.

10. Impact During and With Research. We integrate implementation into the research
process—using academic rigor and resources to build tools that are not only publishable,
but provably useful.

11. Principled Research. We are guided by the humanitarian principles that have long
anchored global health. As an academic institution, we operate with evidence,
openness, and integrity—free from profit or political influence. We build knowledge into
action, sharing both success and failure with humility and rigor.

o Humanity. No one is too remote for innovation, or too underserved for dignity.

o Independence. We act free from financial or political conflict, using academic
freedom to advance knowledge in service of people, not agendas.

o Neutrality. Our tools, partnerships, and research respond to need—not
affiliation—and are applied with care across all contexts.

o Impartiality. We focus on urgency and equity, directing our work where it's most
needed—not where it's most visible.

What We Offer

e The opportunity to shape real-world deployments with international organizations and
teams
Close collaboration with extraordinary researchers
Travel opportunities, community, and impact at global scale
Competitive salary and benefits, commensurate with experience
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